2Q8                 THE   QUEEN   AND   MR.    GLADSTONE           [1884
1097 (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
DALMENY. August 29. 1884.
. . . He can assure Your Majesty that he has been all along
most deeply impressed with the weight of the task which is now
before him, and of which he must acquit himself, well or ill,
within the next few days. . . .
It has been seriously aggravated by some leaders of the Opposi-
tion, who have made bold to contend that the House of Peers is a
representative assembly. This renders it inevitable to examine
in some degree how far the legislative action of the House has
represented the true and permanent sentiment of the nation.
While he cannot avoid the subject thus opened, he hopes to deal
with it mildly, and to adhere with steadiness to the line which he
has indicated with respect to organic change in the House of
Lords. . . .
Upon the whole Mr. Gladstone, having it for his aim to convey
a clear, strong and safe impression, is more apprehensive of
failure through an over-anxiety which tends to bewilder the mind,
than through a low estimate of the duty he has to perform.
1098              General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 534.)
OSBORNE. August 31. 1884.
The Queen has read your abbreviated Memorandum which she
likes very much.
And has desired me to make a shorter abstract of your argu-
ments without any reference to your name, that she may quote
from if necessary.
1099              General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
(Partly printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 534.}
Private.                                        OSBORNE. September i. 1884.
When the Queen again spoke to me upon the possible crisis
which you warned her might arise if the Franchise Bill did not
pass through the House of Lords in the Autumn, Her Majesty
seemed inclined to take some steps for ascertaining the opinions
of the leaders of the Opposition with a view to inducing them to
modify their programme. But in discussing this point The Queen